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Introduction
Background
• As rising Latin American immigration becomes the 

norm in many societies, the need to understand the 
mechanisms underlying acculturation In this 
population grows. 

• Increasing migration and globalization trends have 
effects on ethnic self identification, and thus on 
acculturation (Arnett, 2002).

• Individuals develop bicultural identities as a strategy 
of acculturation (Schwartz & Zamboanga, 2008).

• Acculturation processes are affected by contextual 
factors, such as the age of arrival to a new culture 
(Rogler, 1984).  

• Puerto Ricans are a bicultural population of interest 
because of unique economic and political ties with 
the United States. 

• Commuter movement between Puerto Rico and the 
mainland have enabled emerging hybrid identities.

Hypothesis
•Given the bicultural identities held by the Puerto 

Rican diaspora, we expect Puerto Ricans to show 
greater biculturality than other Latino Americans in 
their ethnic identification, which is not a matter of 
the time they have spent in the United States.

Methods
Participants

• Spanish-English bilinguals (n=98) born in Latin America living 
in the United States between ages of 18 and 55 years
who self identify as Hispanic or Latino. 
• Puerto Ricans (n=32), Other Latino Americans (n=66)

Study Design
• Two sets of 25 images were selected and tested to
determine how culturally evocative they were.
• Each participant was shown both sets.

Results

Conclusions
• Ethnic identification with images evocative of 

Hispanic culture is affected by the age of arrival to the U.S.
• Ethnic identification with images evocative of 

American culture is not affected by the age of arrival to the U.S.
• Participants in general, and not only Puerto Ricans,

show higher degrees of biculturality than initially predicted.
• These results could possibly imply that biculturality for Latin Americans
is not an opposition between Hispanic and American 
cultural representations but rather as a negotiation between 
exposure to symbols from both.
• These findings highlight the importance of accounting for contemporary 
globalization trends in understanding patterns of bicultural involvement.
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“How well does this image represent 
your Hispanic/American cultural 
identity?”

Multiple Linear 
Regression Model:

Assessing the effect 
of age of arrival, 

country of origin and 
the interaction on 

cultural identification 
scores.

Average
scores:

Determine top 
5 images based 

on cultural 
identity scores; 
average each 
participant’s 5

scores

Independent 
samples t-tests:

Comparing scores 
from Puerto Ricans 

and other Latin 
Americans. 

(F (3, 93) = 
3.18, p < 0.05) 
R2 = 0.06

Example Hispanic Images

Example American Images

Effect for age of U.S. arrival. on American cultural identity scores

Effect for age of U.S. arrival on Hispanic cultural identity scores 

(F (3, 93) = 
2.01, p > 0.05) 
R2 = 0.03

Puerto Ricans defend their 
authenticity as Latino by 
simultaneously identifying 
race and ethnicity as Puerto 
Rican “Boricua”.

American Cultural Identification Rating:Online Survey:
Sample of 
individuals 

born in Latin 
America and 
living the US

• Greater 
identification with 
Hispanic images 
the older 
participants were 
when they arrived 
to the US

• Identification 
with American 
images was not 
dependent on 
the age at which 
the participants 
arrived to the US
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